
Special Educational Needs reform – Children and 

Families Act fact sheet!! 
 
The Government is transforming the system for children and young people with 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  This fact sheet aims to address 
a number of questions that were raised in local support groups and by families 
completing the information exchange questionnaire.  The fact sheet will also explain 
a number of changes that the Children and Families Act will bring. 
 
The new arrangements for special education needs and disabilities will begin to be 
introduced in September 2014.  For some time the existing arrangements will 
continue whilst the new system is developed. 
 
Changes that the Act will bring: 
 
The introduction of Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans to co-ordinate 
support for children and young people from birth to 25 years of age, replacing 
statements of SEN 
 
The EHC Plan will be a legal document that describes your child’s needs, the 
provision to meet those needs and the suitable education placement.  It will be 
person centered focusing on the needs, provision and placement of your child.  
The Department for Education has announced that a child or young person that 
already has a statement will be transferred on to an EHC Plan.  It is likely to take 
between 2-3 years for all the children or young people to change from a statement or 
learning difficulty assessment to an EHC Plan.    
 
Key Benefits  

 The EHC assessment and planning process needs to be completed in 20 weeks, 
whereas the current statutory assessment needs to be completed in 26 weeks. 

 EHC plans will continue into further education and training, and for some young 
people who require further time to achieve their learning goals, up to the age of 
25.   

 All the services on which the child or young person and their family rely will work 
together with the child, young person and their family to agree an Education, 
Health and Care Plan.  
 

Special Educational Need Support will be replacing School Action and School 
Action Plus and it will be available in schools for children and young people who 
have special educational needs but do not have Education, Health and Care plans. 
 
Special Educational Need Support is support to meet a child’s, young person’s 
needs so that they can meet their individual goals. 
 
Personal budgets to help children and young people, and their parents, carry 
out their EHC plan 
 
All families whose child or young person has an EHC plan will have a right to request 
a personal budget.  A personal budget is an amount available to secure particular 
provision set out in the EHC plan and provides a way of involving parents or young 
people in securing that provision. 
 



Personal budgets can take the form of direct payments which families can spend 
themselves or notional budgets which they can devise with the local authority and 
which the local authority can spend on their behalf at their direction by arranging the 
provision in the EHC plan – or a combination of both. 
 
Key Benefits  

 The personal budget will allow young people or parents to buy support identified 
in the plan directly, rather than relying on the local authority, school or college. 

 Giving you more choice and control about the way support is provided. 
 Parents or young people will be given a choice of whether they want to take 

control of the personal budget by an agency managing the funds on their behalf 
or by receiving direct payments, where they can purchase and manage the 
provision themselves. 

 
Publication of a Local Offer stating what is available for children, young people 
and their families within each local area 
 
The Children and Families Act says that local authorities must publish details of 
provision it expects to be available for children and young people with SEND for 
whom it is responsible. The Local Offer can be described as a one- stop shop for 
SEND services and will include provision for children and young people from 0 – 25 
years of age.  
The purpose of the Local Offer is to enable parents, young people and professionals 
to see more clearly what provisions are available and how to access them. 
 
Key Benefits 

 Provides clarity and confidence for parents. 
 Identifying need and gaps in provision. 
 Supports earlier intervention. 
 Can reduce the need for assessment due to highlighting open access provisions 

that are readily available, and without costly assessment processes. 
 Makes provision more responsive to local needs and aspirations building on 

parental feedback. 
 

What does the Local Offer Include? 
The offer will include provision from birth to 25, across education, health and social 
care and should be developed in conjunction with children and young people, 
parents and carers, and local services, including schools, colleges, health and social 
care agencies.  
Rotherham Borough Council is working closely with parents, young people, schools, 
colleges and care and heath providers to develop the local offer. It expects the offer 
to be ready by July 2014. 
 
Further information   
If you have any questions and / or wish to share your views, please contact: 
Andy Lound, Children’s Disability Information Officer on 01709 336423 or email 
andrew.lound@rotherham.gov.uk   
Myth busting sheets and other useful information can be found at: 
http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/media/533413/digest-march-2014_final-
a4.pdf 


